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From AUGUST Trough OCTOBER 1968 NBC News reports on the Apollo 7 mission. 
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the space agency today tentatively set October 11th for the first orbital flight by a manned spacecraft in the 
Apollo program and added that a moon landing before the end of 1969 is clearly possible three astronauts 
today completed a countdown rehearsal in the Apollo spacecraft at Cape Kennedy the Apollo is scheduled to 
be launched October 11th for an 11 day flight the first of several preceding an attempt to fly to the moon 
Webb's resignation takes effect just four days before the next big space effort it's the Apollo 7 Apollo 7 
astronauts today successfully completed a countdown rehearsal at Cape Kennedy the Apollo 7 spacecraft is 
scheduled to be launched in October 11th at Cape Kennedy fueling of the Apollo 7 spacecraft began today 
after a delay caused by a faulty meter connection mrs. Sheila as soon as Walter schirra Donn Eisele and 
Walter Cunningham today spend several hours in an Apollo 7 simulator the weather bureau predicted clear 
weather for Friday's launch the senator this agency said it had never seen a smoother countdown before a 
manned space mission the three Apollo 7 astronauts spent several hours in a model of the spacecraft today 
rehearsing what they'll be doing on the actual flight Chet Huntley is at Cape Kennedy for the mission on 
Friday morning at 11 o'clock Eastern Time if all goes well enough for now there is no reason to think it won't 
the United States will send men into space for the first time since November 1966 on apollo 7 this country's 
first three-man flight indeed the first manned flight of the apollo spacecraft it will be launched from pad 34 
where three astronauts died in the apollo fire 21 months ago Apollo 7 is the end product of thousands upon 
thousands of changes made because of that fire a 24 ton payload which will be shot into orbit by a Saturn 1b 
rocket 
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shot into orbit by a Saturn 1b rocket with a thrust of almost two million pounds this morning while a heavy fog 
cleared the successor to the 1b the Saturn 5 it will the Apollo spacecraft mounted on top was rolled out of its 
assembly building it is at least for now the most powerful rocket in the world with a thrust of seven and a half 
million pounds capable of sending a 45-ton spacecraft to the moon it is 363 feet tall an almost 22 feet in 
diameter but a better index of its size may be gained from this the building in which it was assembled covers 
eight acres it's over 500 feet tall and has more room in it than the Pentagon and the Chicago Merchandise 
Mart combined on hand 1,505 rolled out with a man who will fly the Apollo 8 airforce Colonel Frank Borman 
Navy Captain James Lovell and Major William Anders the huge rocket was moved to its launch pad number 
39 on an enormous device called a crawler-transporter which weighs 3,000 tons and which carried the rocket 
in its vehicle for miles in eight hours there is widespread speculation over what Apollo 8's mission is going to 
be should Apollo 7 perform well the probability is that Apollo 8 will be launched in December and there is the 
possibility that it will be flown around the moon and back to earth if that happens the United States will have 
accomplished something the Soviet Union has not yet even tried a manned flight circling the moon Walter 
schirra that commander of the Apollo 7 mission is 45 a captain in the Navy and if the spacecraft is launched 


tomorrow he will be the only man to have flown in space three times he flew one mercury mission and one 
Gemini mission recently NBC News correspondent Frank McGee interviewed schirra at the Space Center in 
Houston 
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schirra at the Space Center in Houston and asked him what he thought was the relevance of the space 
program in view of so many other demands the country we've devoted a large portion of our economy to the 
space budget we've suffered financial losses due to the conflict were engaged in it's eating into our economy 
is the space program also reading an or economy can we afford all these things is what you're asking | 
assume and | think a great many other people are I'd say yes it is if we're that small that we can't afford to 
continue something we've tried if we build up this massive complex the complex that we can see here for 
example this is one small fraction of it about 90% of our space budget is actually spent in industry this is just 
the Research Center here in the control center where we're doing something for the world and the country | 
feel what we're doing is exploiting man's capability to advance in technology that sounds long | think that's 
what it is because the space program is long we have creative people who have determined that they can do 
things now the old cliche about why do you climb a mountain because it's there isn't very satisfactory to other 
people why do you go to the moon | say we throw the one because we know we can go there not because 
it's there in the beginning we were exploring we were trying to see if we could get man into space we did that 
and then we added to it the front of it the Germany was the front of it there's a fun vehicle it was a spirited 
little thing it could zip around felt like a fire airplane yeah now we've got a big bomber this is a big loose of a 
vehicle and it has a lot of complex systems and backup systems that cause much more detail inspection so 
the pressure is start to build on the other one you feel it so you find it a little more difficult to perform that 
wondered has any thought been given to establishing a cut-off age beyond which astronaut would 
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cut-off age beyond which astronaut would not be allowed to make space flights | suspect I'll be the test case 
at least | am of course the oldest of our working crew | think also | probably volunteer to cut off myself | think 
that this flight has proved something this very demanding Oscar the word drudgery their sure drudgery some 
things are some very long days are involved the meetings and the sessions we've had trying to resolve some 
of the problems we have the emotional trauma it's another life and it all eats into you it takes it away there's 
no doubt about it and as a result you you don't bounce back as fast that of course comes with age as well | 
suspect but there are plenty of people flying airplanes around that have more responsible than | have as | 
judge it man i 150 or 200 passengers in back as a heckuva responsibility and those men are flying in their 
60s so don't cut off ages yet | don't see a cutoff age as such | don't think we know that many flights coming 
up just yet so | probably will not have another flight level this is likely there to be your last blood | suspected 
world sera is an extraordinarily well composed man yesterday two days before the scheduled launch he went 
dove hunting with friends can | have it goodnight Chet minute mark t-minus 60 seconds and counting we are 
go for Apollo 7 at this time t-minus 50 seconds the vehicle.now pressurized and the vehicle is go as is the 
spacecraft at this time coming up on the 42nd mark t-minus 40 seconds and counting t-minus 40 all reports 
look good from here in the blockhouse at this time all aspects of the mission go to minus 30 seconds and 
counting we've got ignition of those eight engines in the first stage of a 
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engines in the first stage of a three-second mark in the countdown 90 minus 21 seconds and counting we 
have completed our power transfer the Saturn 1b launch vehicle which now weighs 1.3 million pounds is 
ready to go coming up on the 10-second mark 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 we have ignition commit liftoff we have liftoff 
this is life control we up the tower chart clear 12 seconds out the roll program has commenced twenty-four 
seconds then surah reports the pitch program 40 seconds the roll program is complete fifty-five seconds the 
cabin is relieving sure are reported a little noise one minute [Music] one minute 20 seconds into the flight all 
systems go on the ground and in the air 
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one minute 40 seconds my director asked the flight dynamics officer he likes and he says yes sir looks good 
coming up on two minutes mark two minutes we're having a status check the follow seven has been given a 
go for staging they're encountering their maximum heat loads at this point these pictures are being made by 
an Air Force camera by the way two minutes 15 seconds inboard engines have shut down outboard engines 
have shut down to rock all both events he's got ignition and wheezes were up to thrust on the second stage 
the second stage is now fired after us is okay at two minutes forty seconds into the flight sailing it is the first 
stage mr. well it is all beautiful that tower has really jettisoned it went way out we're nearly 50 miles altitude 
now and 60 miles downrange three minutes five seconds into the Kennedy David Brinkley NBC News New 
York this is the beginning of a long trip for these men as nuts on Isley Walter Cunningham and moving into 
the portable ground which be effective launch complex pretty cool this is nice 
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launch complex pretty cool this is nice control | checked out is go to Finland the propellants are relatively 
serving aboard the launch vehicle and all of those has to be going well with all of the space vehicle hardware 
at the surface and from the east-northeast 11 to 16 knots and with that as you not higher this is close to our 
redline a valued concern with the launch operation | don't think you can at first | on the windy conditions 
throughout the remainder of account over at this point we're still proceeding whether around on the ground 
track there throughout the rest of the world has generally satisfactory that has a large and | will have an 
aircraft that has that little report a little later in the countdown coming up on the 10 second mark 1098765 
4 3 2 we have ignition commit liftoff we have liftoff [Music] this is lunch control we have cleared the tower 
Roger dark we're 12 seconds out in the roll program has commenced 24 seconds and reports the Pittsburgh 
coming up on two minutes mark two minutes we're having a status check Apollo 7 has been given a go two 
minutes 15 seconds 
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import engines have shut down outboard engines have shut down Rock Hall both events he's got ignition 
and he says were up to thrust on the second stage the thrust is okay at two minutes forty seconds into the 
flight well it is our beautiful guitar has really jettisoned when we we were nearly 50 miles altitude now and at 
60 miles downrange three minutes five seconds into the flight the launch was accomplished only two minutes 
and 45 seconds behind schedule and from the moment it started it was evident that no major problems had 
developed two and a half minutes into the flight the first stage of the Saturn 1b rocket was discarded the 
spacecraft went into orbit in a little over 10 minutes in 3 hours Apollo 7 separated from the second stage of 
the booster and simulated a docking with it tonight the astronauts were told by ground control that they could 
continue the Apollo 7 mission for at least a full day possibly the best index of the way the launch went came 
from three things Walter schirra the Apollo Commander said shortly after ignition he complained that things 
were a little bumpy six minutes later he shouted exultant Lee we're riding like a dream and near the end of 
the first orbit he told the ground we're having a ball communications between the ground and Apollo 7 were 
consistently good Mission Control had no difficulty in making its wishes known to Apollo 7 and Apollo 7 had 
an equally easy time talking to the ground here's the way one exchange went 
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[Applause] by tomorrow morning all of the astronauts will have had eight hours sleep in shifts and tomorrow if 
the mission continues as smoothly as it began they will rendezvous once more with the second stage of the 
rocket before leaving it for the rest of the mission which could last up to 11 days there is a television camera 
aboard and the astronauts are expected to broadcast tomorrow at about 11 a.m. Eastern Time NBC 
television will carry the pictures as they are received also they will fire their engine to test its reliability in fact 
reliability is the key to all future Apollo missions particularly Apollo 8 which is scheduled for December should 
Apollo 7 be an outstanding success Apollo 8 may be sent to the moon around it and back to earth and then 
they received orders from ground controllers in Houston to continue for at least another 24 hours there was a 


brief power failure both alternating current systems went out apparently because of an overload it was 
quickly corrected by Cunningham who simply flipped the right switch this morning the astronauts were seen 
on television from the miniature camera which transmitted pictures and sound of reasonably high quality 
Cunningham was seen on the Left Eisley in the middle and schirra on the right Sharov started the 
transmission from space by holding up a sign saying hello from the lovely Apollo room | atop everything 
[Music] 
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[Music] NBC News Midway of their fifth day in space two of the Apollo 7 astronauts Wally schirra and Donn 
Eisele have caught colds and Walter Cunningham is about to come down with one Shara complained about 
being awakened too early this morning and was told by ground control in Houston that it won't happen again 
the crew also said it's having problems with food crumbs floating about the spacecraft nevertheless the 
mission got to go ahead for another full day in space and the men seemed in good enough humor this 
morning when they appeared on television for the second straight day 
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today they moved around the capsule as freely as weightlessness with permiten again displayed their signs 
this time including two which were an inside joke for space personnel the first voice heard was that of Donn 
Eisele Paulo 7 tonight is at the halfway point and it's 11-day mission and all continues to go well astronauts 
Walter schirra Donn Eisele and Walt Cunningham changed its orbit slightly health weather men get a fix on 
hurricane Gladys near Cuba and put on another show for our television viewers on earth this time they 
demonstrated how some of the equipment works in the capsule they showed how they prepare most of their 
food by pouring hot or cold water from a tank in the plastic bags containing dehydrated soups and juices then 
knead the bags and spin them in the air to get the bubbles out in this case they used cold water to make 
juice [Music] so the next step to need bad 
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just played with the water never really never per day | played great [Music] they have a zero-g demonstration 
prevailed before you here where we could spilt the baguette ability bubbles are sort of breaking and falling 
apart it's about for the solid massive bubble as you can see at the centre another state for mr. bubble [Music] 
Apollo seven now have successfully completed sixty percent of its assigned tasks and has had no major 
failures and so as a result Apollo eight tentatively has been scheduled to fly around the moon and back to 
earth in december seven continues on its flight around the earth and there's every indication it will stay in 
space until its mission ends next Tuesday the astronauts broadcast for the third time today but the pictures 
were of poor quality they were scheduled to broadcast again tomorrow but Walter schirra begged off 
because of the astronauts heavy schedule and Houston controllers agreed Soviet astronauts Walter schirra 
Donn Eisele a Walter Cunningham completed their 10th day in space aboard Apollo 7 and prepared for 
tomorrow splashed down in the Atlantic off Bermuda they will probably wear their spacesuits for the descent 
but not their helmets all have had colds and are afraid that if they can't clear their air passages by holding 
their noses and blowing they may damage eardrums today they fire their engine briefly to put them into the 
proper orbit for Earth reentry and for the seventh and last time they broadcast television pictures to earth 
close-up of up here to print the food that we have 
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up here to print the food that we have in here we are not fans with a beard club | will not admit the fact 
there's any gray of the spirit my hair crash was going with it throws as we can't see the great you're safe firk 
Roger always word weight agree with all that good helpful roll down let's on going up in the couch you can 
shake his spirit and his configuration for the day [Music] sit down you want to move over to your oh that's it 
always go for the camera [Applause] three potential cameras are up here now so it when we get back we 
expect to get you discharged the helicopter bringing the astronauts back to the Essex settled softly on the 


deck of the carrier and was welcomed by hundreds of sailors the sign welcomed welcoming them left an N 
out of don Isley's name as is customary a red carpet was rolled out for them the astronauts there in the door 
Walter schirra on the Left Donn Eisele there and Walt Cunningham there there NASA flight suits the suits are 
wet showing there some evidence of the rain shower which has been going on outside the band is playing 
now Anchors Away all four men all three men have 11-day beards as we told you before hair 
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11-day beards as we told you before hair is wet and walking along the red carpet now and they all look at 
exceedingly good shape they're all smiling laughing there's some grasping of hands and grasping and 
shoulders and l'm sure some apologies for the weather in which they've arrived there are going to be no 
speeches here on the flight deck it appears massive people are already agency clapping their hands and 
saying let's speed it up let's get going and dr. Donald spoken the landing recovery team leader get it the 
astronaut the slight shove enough they go onto the elevator their space officials got the man to sickbay 
quickly an examination showed they were in fine condition all had caught colds aloft and on reentry they 
came down a helmets off their idea was to hold their noses and blow to prevent injury to their eardrums the 
capsule with its balloon still holding it upright was brought to the Essex the astronauts left sick day long 
enough to receive a telephone call from the president others and great admiration and affection what do you 
have be finished here when you finish your debriefing sir there Johnson | hope to receive your where we can 
talk about your experiences around having the girl through Houston switchboard thank you very much the 
astronauts will inform tomorrow morning from the aircraft carrier Essex to Cape Kennedy and NBC News will 
cover their return the Apollo 7 astronauts Wally schirra Walter Cunningham and Donn Eisele returned to 
Cape Kennedy today after physical examinations and briefing they will fly to Houston Saturday to read their 
families Israeli during their 11 day flight the Apollo 7 astronauts took many still color photographs from the 
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many still color photographs from the windows of the spacecraft the camera looked at the weather and the 
land and some of the results were spectacular here is a view of Hurricane Gladys southwest of Tampa 
Florida the swirling storm and it's eye are clearly visible this picture shows Mount Everest lower center and 
11 other peaks reaching a height of more than five miles above sea level and this is the morning sun shining 
on the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean has seen from an altitude of more than 100 miles 


END 


